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A.Arms-Cambrai St Quentin position.
¦ ¦ ¦ _ b ¦ First rcservo line of defence

THE WESTERN FRONT.
Black ghows country now occupied by tho AHie-s.

B.Lille-Mezierea (Charleville) position.
Second reserve line of defence.

rj_.Antweip-Bru8sels>Namur-M-t5zierei (Charleville) position.
a__s: ana is**sm Third reserve line ot defence.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of "The Great V. ar."
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is imminent Ar.d
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that MGM change is expe-1
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M.j.e as far as l__ri_t .' »_.__.)
- r.orthwest to the

'ranr .-Beljjian frontier, ehind
. ".-.-'. &.«, far as Na

r.orthwestward, COVCring Kr

.arhir.j the Bchddt¦OOtll ot Antwerp.

Perhap. a Limited Retirement.
The secon'! *. i'-w is that the l

- who.ly limited ar.d will
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hortage of men which ia the
ign of Lnevitable defeat.

Having to find 1,600,000 to replaee
insualties, the (.crmans and their

to find not lesa than 260,000 t

the new Rumanian thrust In other
|f Germany ia merely to hold her

pround she and her allies mu-t find
ildiers; must, in fact, have

.he major part of them already in
the days lince the attack on Verdun,
whi<*h cost 600,000 easualtiea, actually
began.

Now Too F.w Men.

y believe to Le impossible. In
other word-, they aaserl 'hat Germany is
now holding ail her lir.es with tOO few
men; that in doing thia she is running
¦.i-rv grave risks and that she will soon

hav to dr.-ido whether she Will retire to

¦horter linea or in-.ite. diaaater where she

Now, if Germany is to ahorten her lines
here ca*. ba no question aa to the front

that can be most aafely aacrifleed. To

il in the Eaai would bring a length-
eninpr . ¦. a ahortening of the front, un-

Qermany retired to ber own East
tier and riaked ¦ new I oa-

ion, Thia ia due U) the nature

.. occupied, aincfl the
.. ¦ iarge area that

lightly held and do not offer any
opportunity U<r attack.

to ar.y sacrifice in the Kalkans, this

is ImpoMible, because it meana the elimt-
nation of Bulgaria, whoaa atateemen
would ehange aidea at the Ai
German weakneaaj it meana the h.

eommunieal tha Turk, the event*
'¦ a,',i ,L"

freeing of -¦ Whefl ,ll° Straiti
are opened Ruaaia can be munitionad at

s of Bui ui now

ng for gtma equippod and aot In mo*

tion on the road to Borlina
Turning from thaory to fact, we have

mor roeently that the antranefl ai Ku-

mar.ia had for an immediate eOUWOjaenCfl
Um diepetch of Maekenaen to the Balkana
nnd h qvSck Tento-Turk-Bulgnr tkruat np
into tha Dobradja, daadgnod te reaeeurethe

nnd Bulgare, protect the Berlin*
antinoplc Railroad and threaten Ru

nania. No poaeibility exiata of ahorten*
in* tbe line |fi tha Balkana without loeing
Turkish nnd Bnlgar naaietanee, and Ger*
rnany CRaMOt BUrreitder either thfl fltill
tary or political adva/iUgea ehc haa ac-(

quired in thr Balkans axeept in the
tne* of perila greater than those yet in
view.
But lo go back behind the Rfeuae and

thence along the Freneh frontier, 01

behind the Verdun-Mexieris-Namur-Bi-us*
aela-Antwerp line, would give Germa
once a far mon- edvantageoua position
than shc now holdi over much of her
Western froni and ¦ line upward of ¦

hundred milea shorter than her pn
from Verdun to Nieuport And on

litical aide, while moal Germana still

expect to hold the Polish conquesta and
keep the road to Conatantinople open, th<
time has pasaed when n:*ir.y expect to

keep any portion of France or Belgium.
h' Germany ia running sh-.rt of tr.cn. ii
she feels the immetliate need of an army
of 250,000 men, and cannot tlnJ them in
l er own depots, then it is clear that she

can find them only hy ahortening ber
Western front. hut that by such a shorten*
ing she would reh-ase the r< quisite number
of men nnd strengthen her Western front
at the same time.

This is the case of those ta/ho expect a

-*-«n< ral retreat ln a short time, before the

year at the latest. Now.on the
Other side, the case for the far more re-

strieted retreai ia thi i; First of nll, the re-

cei . Ulied advance.-- have made the posi¬
tion of the Germana in the Noyon "dUw,"
the whole (ierman position -"rom Peronne
right around to Boissjons, increasingly
difflcult, without yet being actually peril*

lt will need only a few more such
advancei ai tlie laal two of Foch to make

the withdrawal from this salient impera-
tive.
Look al the :nap, a;:d you wfl] pre that

aa the French and Hritish advance east

from their present positions they advance
the roads which fecd the (ierman

po itiona al Chaulnea, at Roye, »t Ncjon
and oppo ite Soiasona, The Allies are, in

effect, earrying a noose around the neck
.,f thia aalient, narrowing the neck steadily
and restrkting the number of roads aml

railroads by which the Germans can mu-

nition and prorition their troopa, The ob-
jectira of the French is 8t Quentin, some

twenty milea east of their present front.

Hut long before they get to Bt Quenttn
iheir guns will cut the roads leadinj* south

out of Bt Qoeatin, and it is upon th,,s«'

roads that the Germans in Noyon, Roye
and ( haulnes depend fof their existencc.

Gnawina; Lenglha»na the Lina.

Exactly the f-ame thing on a smallcr
scale ih takins: place in the hul-.-e between
trra and Pitawtne. About Peronne the
,,, h an more than ten miles further

an the Germans before Bapaume,
and the Britiah already ham under their

gana all Um roads which lead but of Bav
paurae and are aa antial for the supply of
troopi holding the front areat of this,

town. Actually. the \ tion con

of 1
the rear ol the Gern cutting

r of the roada nnd rail¬
road up"ti which they depend.
One intereating and important c

qtiencfl of thia gnawii g proo that aa

it proceeda il lengthei the German line
ti ad of a comparativi Iy atraighl i

their line taki - the form of ¦ concave

front, :; the time aa the
mon to It Thia

... oi *:.(¦ linea requirea more mi n

fend thrm, and the linea thi
many easei emergency trenches, are

rr than the original front Thu
day the (Icrman lines; in the Peronne

r are probably ¦ dozen or

nilefl longl r than they were at thfl itart
lt is necessary to emphasize thfl fa t

that the Germins in the Noyon "eltow"
are not yet i:. any immediate d.nger of

envelopment Thfl neck of their aal.'
between Peronne and thfl Oise east of w*

Quentin, is atill twenty-flva mi!es wide; it
wa? more than thirty at the at irt. Bul
ai mc of thfl roada hava b y cut.
ni d for five milea beyond tl . pr nt front
the roada ere under :;re of the Allied j.uns
and cannol he used without grave peri!.
Thia mean.. growing congeation in the
neck of the aalier.t It meai oorreapond*

liffleulty in handling munitiona and

ropplies, at.'l it forecasts ¦ dav whi
further sdvance of the Allies. tn advance
of not more than ten milea at

will make the evncuatiou of thii Noyon
"." ii ... table.

May Hr.ng on Yet.
The ehancea of an ultimatfl ent pment

of the Germana in the Noyon aalient, un.

less there ls an BCtual pi' rdng of the lines
about Peronne and ¦ sudden Inrush of a

hugfl French ettacking force, ere not very
great \ yr ap° tbe Russian retreal
demonstrated the cxtreme difllculty of ei

veloping largs forees by similar ipera*
tions. It remaini perfeetly possible for
thfl Germans to hang on for some weeks

yet if the Alliea do noi greatly incres i

th.ir rate of advai.ee. But even thi ir
present rate of advance cannot fail to

the Noyon aalient untenable before
winter.
The same is true of the amaller Bepanme

aalient oorth of Peronne. This ia a

much WOrsfl Mtuatinri OOW than thfl BCUth*
ern position of Noyon Bapauma ia under
Hritish tirr, nnd if the Britifh urc atle

preeently to take Combles nnd bring their
front east on ¦ level arith the French, it
will n«i longer bfl possible for the Germans
to ii b Bapaume as a eentre for aupj
their troopi en A rra si P ronne.

Now,theadvs oftbe Hritish nnd the
French in the pasl few days, the diminish*
ing intensity of German eounter-attaeks
¦nd the growing frankneea of Ueriin of-

itatementa in i-onceding the loss of
illages, nol tardily, ea al first, but

promptly, all point toward ¦ decision oi

the parl of German hitrh command 11
"cut their losses" in thi- aector, to noid

on to the laal possible moment takp a*

e toll as ia possible of their oppo-
but to retire at the ftnal moment

rather than to counter-attack, as the
.. d in the critnal hours before

Verdun.
It ia nol possible to forecast the extent

ofa probableGerman retreat. There never

may be anything like ¦ general retreat.

mtinue to aee changes, of them*
aelvea slight for many daya or weeks.
Vel il is dear that in certain aectora even

this limited retreating will ultimately eom-

pel retirementa in adjoining aectora to
s... o the alignment This ia why ao many
writer:* have already decided that the Ger¬
mans arill stand on the Arraa-Cambrai-Stj
Quentin-I.a Fire-Laon line. Such a re-

tirement would again give the Germa
line substantially straight; it would

h all perila to thi ir eommunicationa
and it would borten the front, which has
heen lengthened and wfll he 6till more

lengthened if the Allied gnawing g-oes on

for a few more weeks.
If they are not exceedingly short of men

the German-' will not make a general re-

They will not do this because th?
moral effect al home arould he considei
and in France it would be tremendous. U
would hc the assurance of final vi.-tory, for
it WOUld he practically the !ii>eration of
France, and Germany flrould no longer

.1 sinple hold upon the French which
mijrht seive as the basia for har^aining
rrhen the time eomei to tliscuss peace.
But in additkm, if the Germana retire

fighting over every mile the result will he
the total destruction of the country over

which they retreat, and the German corn-'
n snders plainly reckon that the French

pei ple will presently weary of havin--* all
their northern country turned into a

desert and a eraste, aml the same ruio
cvertake I.ille, Roubaix, Tourcoi ..:-., St.

Quentin and L-eon -.¦.inch has overtaken
Arras, Soissons, Bheimi and Verdun.

Not a Minor Change.
If you are to beiievc one school of com-

mentators, and they have a strontr appeal
to credence, the Germans have actually
rcachi-d the point where their reserves are

exhausted. Mr. Hilaire Belloc is the hest

exponent of this view, aml he presents
weekly interesting cvidence to support it.
This is the French view, the view of the
French offleers, fron Joffre down, the view

thal Joffre haa recently cxpressid both
publicly nnd m private talks with Ameri-

who h.-.ve repeated his word to me.

ln the opinion of these men Germany
ha* no more men immediately availahle
and will have few men before next spring.,

when the dass of 1918 will be available.
Now, if thia view of the French staff ia
correct and it ia naturally aaed upon a

very wide range of information and evi¬
dence, th-'re will bfl a ahortening of the
GerrRan lines in the West before winter.
and it will not be a minor chanp-e; it will
bfl a retirement far behind the present
front and the evacuation of all of Franee.

Again, if the Germans are aa short of

men as the Freneh General Staff believes,
then there may be an s sster when
the retreat begins. Thi* Ia whnt happene*.
d, Lefl before Richmond. He held on with
insufiicient numbers lonp after hi' mili¬
tary jtidcmcnt eounselled a retreat be-
... b political eonsiderationa prevented
the nbandonment of the Confederate eapi¬
tal. One of the bt*. t informed of my cor-

reapondenta recently exprc-sed the belief
that a general German retreat would cost
100,000 prisoners and a colo ...1 1" ol

and material.
I.ater reports from the Somme

partieularly from the French side. ital
that the ('erman lines ha'..- been actually
pierced at certain points and that tii. f

have been operation. recallinsr the .,!.!

flghting in the r.pen bi fore the end of the
Marne eampaign. But, on the o'her hand.
I have been informed from Far.' that
aerial obeervation has discloeed that the
Germans have constructed trench lines,
onfl behind the other, for a very grca'.

e. and that there is no chance :h-\f
these lines will be pierced.

Think Allied Lo_e. Too Great.
On 'he German id« there ia a :...

insiatence that there is no shor*...
men; this would be the statement in ar.y
case. There is the more convincing .¦

tion that the (Jerrrrans helieve that the
Allied losses are so great that tke Freneh
and British will have. to give up their at

tacka bet",ire they actually make any sub¬
stantial progress, because of the cost.
We know that the tirst two montha of the
attack cost the British upward 200,.
casualties, and it is fair to estimate that
September will coat a* [easl 150,000 n-. »ra

But Germa reported 250,000 casu-

sltiea last month, nnd German effectivea
now cannot he mon' numeroua than Hrit¬
ish. because of the very much greater
('erman loeses, 3,250,000 according to of¬
ficial (.erman atatistks.

Unless the German calculations are cor¬

rect. and the COSt of the operation is be¬
yond the resources of Franee and Britain.
we are soon to .».»> some fetircmon. in the
West. lt will be greal ;r amalUaa German
human resources and the conditiona in the
Balkana ami in Hungary and Galieis de-
termine. Two or thres areeka at th.
ahould tell the atory M far as the Noyon
nnd Bapaume aalienta are eoncerned. If
the Allies ultimately pet ('anibrai and St
QaeB_Rj then the retirement will havf to

be very trreat. and It will ha\e to be t.o
the frontier or to the Antwerp-MeuN
line. lint St Quentin and Cambrai are

more than twenty miles away now, and
twenty milei ia a tremendoua di*-'aii<*c in
trench warfare.

It i.s fair to tay, howevr, that the
AUied olTensive on the Somme has already
proved th" mosi auccessful effort of tht
¦ort on the Western front It haa far a_>

ceeded the Verdun operation in | ,

aml, unlike the Verdun -how-

ing f-.. greab r power al 'I"' i

of the third month than it did at Um end
of the first The gain; in n
have heen onprecedtnted, and they ha\a

ted s pern anenl or temporary weak*
r.e-s on the part of the Germans which
ha; taken the v. 1

Tha? Crisia for Auitria.

In the long run the operat na in the
and the South are likely to have a

more immediate influence upon the progreM
of the war than those in the Weat otuatMUS
the German an thin Allied
territory, while in the Fast the RuBS.ai.
are in Galicia ani hold ail of Bukovina,
and the Kumaniuns have occupied as much
of Hungary as Gennany hoids of Franea.
Finally, 'he defeat of the Hulpars in Mace¬
donia would bring ahout the 'mmediate
isolation of Bulparia ar.d Turkey and the
complete encirclement of the remaining
Central Power;*.
To-day the real problem is not tha

i.-hanere in front Ofl the We1-!, hut the
eapacity of Austria to endure anot ter
jrear of the war. It ii againat Austria
that the ii. are being tlirected,
and the Western campal, Ito ita
prime objective keeping Gennany occoptaaj
on *his front ar.d preventlng the dispatch
of German troops to Uunirary, Galicia of
Bulgaria. The ectual occupation of tetrrla
tory is, beaide this pnrpoee, unimportaati
Not land taken but Germans killed. eapt¬
ured or v. the immediate

rn of the Allies in the West; and it
would be a mistake to attach much im-
portanca to incidental gaias in Picsrerf,
Up tO the poinl where these incitlental

mnbine to compel a eajMnl retreat
which will he a -*4onfeooioa of gfoea Nf,
weakne.*s and of failinj** resources in man

power.
Meantime it is well to await the rort-

clusion of the Western campaipn, keepinp;
in mind the predictiori of t'n:4 well in-
formed French General BtaaT that by Jan.
uary ! the Germans will have heen com-

pelled to retreat Ot) I wide fTOOt nml rvac-

uate most of their Frenrh conquests, hel.l
now for more than two year?. If thia
takes j !a e then it will he fair to conclude
lhat Germany i> Bttffering from a rap'rf
lecline in her hiramn roaovreee; so far all
sipns point that way, hut none of them aio

\jga) conclusive.


